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CHAPTER 1

Introduction 

Marriage migration in India is the largest permanent migration in the world (Fulford, 2013). 
As per the latest Census (2011), around 37 per cent of the population (453.6 million) in 
India are migrants (at present settled in a place different from their previous residence). 

Notably, 69.68 per cent women and 4.27 per cent men among these migrants have migrated on 
account of marriage (Census of India, 2011). 

Migration comprising the movement of human and social capital from one place to another is 
an important field of study that attracts alternative, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
approaches in various disciplines including economics. Marriage, as an institution, has significance 
in initiating a large portion of permanent migration in India, and thus it is an indispensable part of 
the institutional economics and sociology. Marriage migration brings about significant structural 
changes in labour force, demographic dividend, human capital and wealth transfer. It is a critical 
factor in the consolidation of economic inequality, and social change in India (Rao and Finnoff, 
2015). At the same time, its institutional character is an indicator of the continuity of the patriarchal 
value system that dominates society. 

Marriage migration in India is rarely studied (Fulford, 2013) even though it constitutes a major part 
of migration. The significance of studying marriage migration can be observed in economic, social, 
cultural, political and demographic terms. 

Social status, beliefs, customs, education, demographic factors, wealth, and income are explicitly 
important variables in marriage negotiations (Rao 1993; Agarwal 1994; Anderson 2003) and have 
made marriage migration a complex phenomenon in India. Socially and economically well-off 
households may have to search across a wider territory to find a spouse from an equally well-
off household (Becker, 1981). Richer families are less likely to engage in marriage migration 
(Rosenzweig and Stark, 1989; Bhattacharya, 2000).

Douglas North defined social institutions as the rules of the game in a society, or, more formally, as 
the humanly devised constraints that shape human interactions (Faundez, 2016). As an institution, 



10

marriage is a means of creating, and strengthening class and caste alliances and consolidating social 
and economic statuses (Bloch, Rao and Desai, 2004). Most of the Indian marriages are arranged by 
parents and relatives and are segmented by class and caste. Generally, marriage alliances are forged 
within sub-castes and thus limited to geographic distribution of caste members. 

1.1 Statement of the Problem

Marriage migration constitutes a transfer of labour from the natal to marital home (Agarwal, 
1994). Since Indian society is patriarchal and follows the patrilocal practice, after marriage, the 
wife usually moves to the husband’s house and settle down there. Thus, the process of marriage 
migration has greater sociological significance. Demographically, marriage migration in India 
leads to the redistribution of the population within the country and significantly changes the age 
structure at the micro-level. It is one of the reasons for imbalance in sex ratio both in the place 
of origin and destination. Marriage migration is both a separating and additive process having 
gender dimensions. It separates women from their place of origin and adds them to the place of 
destination. Since women play a crucial role in education, health, and economic development 
(UNICEF, 2007; World Bank, 2012), their migration consequent to marriage results in the shift of 
their human capital as well. Though the previous studies scientifically explored the levels and 
patterns of marriage migration in India (Kaur, 2012; Fulford, 2015; Ghosh, 2017), little is known 
about changes in the pattern of marriage migration and its links with socio-demographic variables. 
In this context, the present study is relevant as it attempts to examine the trends and patterns, 
gender dimensions, the streams and the socio-demographic correlates of marriage migration in 
India with the available data through the perspective of institutional economics. 

1.2 Objectives

The objectives of the study are

• To investigate the streams of marriage migration in India

• To understand the changes in marriage migration in India over the last four decades

• To explore the gender dimensions of marriage migration 

• To study socio-demographic and economic dimensions of marriage migration.

1.3 Hypotheses

The major hypotheses addressed in this study are as follows

• Irrespective of gender, there is significant change in marriage migration across states and 
union territories

• The socio-economic correlates of marriage migration differ between males and females 

• The magnitude of marriage migration in the country increases irrespective of the streams of 
migration.

• Marriage migration adversely affects the state’s work participation and education.

1.4 Methodology

The two main sources of marriage migration in India are the Census of India and National Sample 
Surveys (NSS). Since the first Indian census of 1881 to 1961, the census data on migration were 
obtained only by asking the question on place of birth. In 1971 census, an additional question 
about the place of last residence of the resident was introduced to get more information on the 
volume of migration. However, in 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011 census periods in addition to the 
above question, the questions on reasons for migration from place of last residence, and duration 
of stay at the place of enumeration were included. The reasons for migration in 1981, 1991, 2001 
and 2011 census periods are grouped as in Table 1.1
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Table 1.1Reasons for Migration Of Migrantsin India: Classification  
Codes Given in Census of India

Census 1981 Census 1991 Census 2001 Census 2011

Employment Employment Work/employment Work/employment

Education Business Business Business

Family moved Education Education Education

Marriage Family moved Marriage Marriage

Others Marriage Moved after birth Moved after birth

Natural Calamities Moved with household Moved with household

Others Any other reasons Any other reasons

In the case of NSS, the migration data are available 18th round survey onwards. After this round, 
27th round (seasonal migration), 38th round (1983), 43 round (1987), 49th round (1993, how many 
people going out), 55th round (2000, out-migration), 64th round (2008), 66th round (employment, 
migration and remittance) also provide data on migration. It is possible to compute the details of 
migrants and their reasons for migration in some of these sources. The push factors - what makes 
them go out - also can be examined with these datasets. Some of the migration theories for instance 
network theory may be applicable in the case of marriage migration also.

This study used both quantitative and qualitative methods. Using quantitative methods, 
prevalence of marriage migration, correlation, and regression analyses were carried out while as 
a qualitative method, content analysis was performed to analyze the various reports published by 
the Government of India and the State Governments, and previous studies. 

To study the occurrence and changes of marriage migration, data from the Census of India was 
used. At first, the proportion of people migrated for marriage was computed for the census years. 
The prevalence of marriage migration was computed for both males and females at the state level. 

To study the streams of marriage migration, we have classified the migration into four streams 
namely Rural-Rural, Urban-Urban, Rural-Urban, and Urban-Rural migration. These four-stream 
classifications were made using the different rounds of NSS data. 

To study the links between marriage migration and socio-demographic characteristics of the 
population, the regression model was employed. The socio-economic variables taken from the 
National Sample Survey and Census of India were consolidated at the state level. The selection 
of socio-economic variables was based on the extensive review of literature available in this 
field. Before fitting the regression model we have tested the multi-co linearity of variables using 
correlation analysis. Content analysis was used for extracting information from previous studies 
and published reports. 

1.5 Limitation of the Study

This study is limited to marriage migration within the country. It does not include an Indian 
citizen’s marrying other citizens or non-resident Indians. Studies which have discussed the legal 
issues including the citizenship of people in other countries staying in India after marriage were 
not reviewed.

Indian emigrants, who went for work and study often, choose their life partner they meet there, 
who may not be Indian citizen. Even though their proportion, and complexity of issues vary 
significantly according to the place of destination and data related to these are scanty, and so we 
decided to keep them beyond the scope of this study.
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1.6 Organisation of the Report

This report is organised into five chapters. In the present chapter, we have discussed the context of 
the study, the objectives, hypotheses, data and methodology, and limitation of the study. In Chapter 
2, we discuss a conceptualisation framework for studying marriage migration from an alternative 
institutional perspective. Besides, the previous studies were reviewed based on the conceptual 
framework and discussed the research gaps exist in the arena. In Chapter 3, we examine the trends 
and spatial dimensions of marriage migration in India by region and gender. In Chapter 4, the 
socio-economic dimensions of marriage migration were examined from an institutional economics 
perspective. Chapter 5 discusses the major findings of the study and the policy recommendations 
based on the findings of the study. 
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CHAPTER 2

Conceptualizing  
Marriage Migration

The present chapter proposes a conceptual framework to study marriage migration from 
an institutional economic perspective. This framework examines the socio-economic 
dimensions of marriage migration from the vulnerability context, interlinked with assets, 

institutional process and organizational structures. Also, it emphasizes the outcome and strategies 
associated with marriage migration. Using this framework, we reviewed the previous studies 
on marriage migration in India to understand what are the existing knowledge and the research 
lacuna. In the end, we are explaining the way to fill up the existing research gaps in this pertinent 
research field.

Marriage migration is a complex phenomenon that necessitates novel strategies and methodologies 
to study it. Marriage and consequent migration are conditioned by the demographic, social, 
economic and cultural factors. Government policies on marriage, people’s attitudes towards family 
formation, belief and customs significantly influence the prevalence of marriage migration in India.

The minimum age at marriage, as per the law, for males and females in India, are respectively 21 
and 18 years. However, in some parts of the country marriage happens even before the legal age at 
marriage. Child marriages persist because of social customs and cultural practices. The governments 
have initiated many programs to prevent child marriages. These programs have a significant impact 
on raising social awareness about the evil. Child marriage is particularly significant concerning 
marriage migration as the minor marriage migrants are extremely vulnerable ones. 

Another institutional aspect related to marriage would be the economic liberalization and 
globalization that got momentum in the 1990s. Modernization of industries, technological 
developmentetc. have opened new avenues for youngsters. Again, new technologies that facilitated 
online marriage sites and facebook, Whatsapp, e-mails and other internet-based media have 
changed the way of family formation across distant placed.

In the past, the distance in marriage migration was quite small (Gould 1960). Development of 
transportation and technological improvement helped address the issue of distance in marriage 
migration. Educated women now seek groom in their choices from far distance and vice versa.
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The marriages in India have many peculiarities in terms of its organization. Marriage is nearly 
universal. Marriages usually take place at younger ages. It is mostly arranged by parents or older 
members. Caste plays a major role in match selection. Cost related to the marriage of daughters is 
higher and the considerable proportion of families finds it difficult to meets it and often drown in 
debt. Marriage markets in India behave differently across geography and caste.

Brides in marriage migration are vulnerable in many ways. Many of them lack natal and social 
support in their marital homes. This would create insecurity and overcoming it largely depend on 
their ability to cope up with new environment and most often many gender issues are associated 
with it.

Meanwhile, from a political-economic perspective, marriage migration serves as a means of 
creating, undermining or strengthening class and or caste alliances and signalling and consolidating 
economic and non-economic status (Rao and Finnoff, 2015).

A general view is that the rate of marriage migration in the country is growing. One of the reasons 
for this would be the shortage of girls at marriageable age in many places which need in-migration 
of brides. But this general argument was questioned by Fulford (2013), pointing out that sex ratios 
have become similar overtime across the districts in India.

Thus, in short, the process of marriage migration in the country is very complex in terms of 
selection of spouse, distance moved, transfer of physical and financial assets and caste and cultural 
dimensions. To best of our knowledge, no theoretical framework is available for studying marriage 
migrants in India from an institutional economics perspective. In this context, we attempted to 
formulate a conceptual framework for studying them and also reviewed the previous studies based 
on this framework.

This chapter is organized into four sections. In the first section, we have looked into the marriage 
migration in India. In Section 2.2, we propose a new conceptual framework to study marriage 
migration from an institutional economic perspective. Section 2.3 reviews the previous studies to 
understand the research lacuna. The section 2.4 gives what we have planned to do in this research. 

2.1 Conceptual framework

Previous studies on marriage migration were not from an institutional economic perspective and 
so there is no framework to adopt for the present study. Therefore, we have synchronized some 
of the ideas and frameworks that are commonly used in institutional livelihood research. The 
proposed conceptual framework for this study is given in Figure 2.1.

Figure 2.1 Conceptual Framework for Studying Marriage Migration from an  

Institutional Economic Perspective

Source: Own formulation
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This conceptual framework was prepared in the context of marriage migration in India. We 
visualise that marriage migration is shaped by different factors particularly the opportunities and 
constraints arise from the vulnerability context measured in terms of the demographic change, 
economic structure, integration into the urban economy, time of family formation, sex ratio, 
caste etc. Marriage migration is influenced by these vulnerability contexts, assets, and a range of 
policies, institutions and processes. Here, we term the context as ‘vulnerability context’ because 
most of the migrants are women, and they are forced to migrate from their own houses into other 
places conditioned by these factors. Assets have a greater role in the marriage migration. Assets 
gain weight and value through policies, institutions and processes.

The elements of this conceptual framework are as follows.

2.1.1 Vulnerability Context: There is an external environment which people have no control over, 
but they are forced to operate on it. These factors may positively or negatively affect the marriage 
migration. For instance, the changes in demographics like skewed sex ratio, the unemployment 
rate among youths, etc. have a significant impact on the occurrence of marriage migration.

2.1.2 Assets: It is very important to understand the people’s strength in terms of livelihood assets 
since these assets have a significant role in all stages of marriage migration in India. In this study, 
the assets are generally classified into human capital, physical capital, financial capital, natural 
capital, and social capital. Human capital consists of education and health of people involved in 
marriage. Education includes knowledge, skills and experiences. Most often, both bride and groom 
have their perception of their partner and their family.

In the case of physical capital, many indicators are crucial like transportation facility, electricity, 
latrine facility, well, and type of house. These factors significantly influence the marriages that are 
happening in rural areas. Financial capital means money, savings, loan, debt of the family and the 
individuals who are involved in the marriage.

Natural capital means the climatic condition, land, water and forest etc have preferences in the 
decision making on marriages. Social capital means the social networks, and involvement in 
various organisations including the self-help groups, religious organisation, sports community etc. 
The last category would be the political capital that primarily means the involvement in political 
decision making in the local community and governing process of local governments or higher 
order.

2.1.3 Institutional Process and Organisational Structures: Policies, institutions and processes can 
determine the occurrence of marriage migration and it influences the decision-making process 
also. In the case of institutional process, many factors, legally and informally, play in the marriage 
and its decision-making process. The foremost would be the marriage laws in the country. The 
Hindu Marriage Act 1955, provides for the conditions of a marriage for the Hindu, Sikhs, Jains and 
Buddhists in the country. This act says both the groom and bride should not be within the degree 
of prohibited relationship. It also gives direction for minimum age at marriage. Besides, the Special 
Marriage Act, 1954 of India provides for a special form of marriage for the people of India and all 
Indian nationals in foreign countries irrespective of religion or faith followed by either party. The 
Special Marriage Act 1954 is an alternative to the Hindu marriage act 1955.

The Indian Christian marriage act 1872, applies to marriages of Christians. The marriages of 
Muslims in India are governed by the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937. 
Polygamy became illegal in the country in 1956 for all citizens except for Hindus in Goa and 
Muslims.

As per the marriage acts, the government have taken steps to make rules in the legal age at marriage. 
As per the latest rule, the minimum legal age at marriage for male and female are respectively 21 
and 18 years. It means the marriages in the country can legally take place only after this age. 
However, in many parts of the country, still child marriages are in vogue, and state governments 
have made many rules to prohibit such kind of marriages by taking actions against the parents who 
are involved with this.
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Another institutional process informally involved in Indian marriages is the custom of dowry 
system irrespective of the religious faiths. This has made marriage migration as a movement of 
financial capital along with the movement of human capital. Many state-level interventions have 
been made in marriage in India. Marriage assistance given to brides in some states is noteworthy. 
Many cooperative banks provide loans for organising marriages. Local arrangements such as loan 
given by the neighbourhoods in Kudumbasree members are examples of local interventions in the 
institutional process.

Meanwhile, structural changes happen during the time of marriages. Most often, the partition of 
assets particularly the gold, land, and other physical household assets are taken place at the time 
of marriages in most of the families. These activities would change the structure of the household 
of both the groom and bride family. Anecdotal pieces of evidence from Kerala show that in some 
middle-class families when the land was given to daughters on marriage, the parents are eligible 
for getting BPL card and many government assistances since they fall in distress.

Religion has a role in shaping the values and perception of the couples and definitely affects the 
process of marriage migration in India and thus we included in the framework.

2.1.4 Strategies: 

It comprises the range and combination of activities and choices that people make in the process 
of marriage migration. For instance, a bribe from a rural area stays at husband house in an urban 
area for a short period during marriage and slowly moves into their own build house nearer their 
staying locality or different town. Strategies are often depending on assets status, and policies, 
institutions and processes.

One of the reasons for vulnerability among women and low women empowerment in the country 
is a higher occurrence of female marriage migration. In the process of marriage migration, women 
lack the social networks and access to other capitals for a considerable period and that makes them 
more vulnerable and that cause male dominance in the family. Usually, women consciously take 
many strategies as leaving separately from the husband family after a short period, finding jobs not 
nearer to their home places etc. diversification of employment, and multiple migrations are a part 
of the marriage migration process.

2.1.5 Outcomes: 

Outcomes are achievements or outputs of marriage migration. Outcomes can be positive or negative. 
For example, a woman who migrated to urban areas from the rural have higher chances of getting 
a better income, increased wellbeing, women autonomy, and livelihood outcomes. On the other 
hand, it is possible that a woman moving from urban to rural area may have more vulnerable in 
terms of restricting movement and unemployment.

2.2 What is already known and the Research Lacuna?

Here we are reviewing the previous studies on marriage migration in India utilizing the above 
discussed conceptualized framework. Also, the available statistics related to marriage migrants 
were examined to see what is already known in this subject and the research gaps exist in this field 
from an institutional economic perspective.

Sociologists and anthropologists have extensively studied the marriages in India and they 
documented the migration of females associated with marriages. Scholars viewed marriage as 
a social institution where a man establishes a socially sanctioned conjugal relationship with a 
woman to provide legitimacy to the children born out of such a relationship(Ghosh 2017).

Diversity of unwritten rules and practices of marriage persist in various parts of the country. 
However, almost universally linked to such rules and practices was with the mobility of bribe to 
groom family.

Even though many studies were available on marriages, the issue of marriage migration did not 
draw the attention of sociologist, and social anthropologist for detailed study until recently(Ghosh 
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2017). To best of our knowledge, no studies on marriage migration were examined from an 
institutional economic perspective.

In the marriage migration, most of the migrants were females. In the previous studies, female 
migration was ignored or paid little attention as women were considered as “associational migrants” 
or “trailing wives”. Again, females were viewed with lack of agency and dependence of partner.

Marriage migrants were seen as “wives” and never as “workers” and their economic roles were 
ignored (Piper and Roces, 2003). Therefore, the issues of marriage migration in India were not 
considered for a detailed study in marriage research. Again in India, marriage migration is a 
gendered phenomenon, and the migrants play a crucial role in education, health and economic 
development. Thus marriage migration studies required more sophisticated theoretical and 
analytical exploration. In such premises, we attempted to consolidate and review the previous 
studies and statistics available in this field using the analytical framework proposed in Section 2.2.

2.2.1 Review of literature

Vulnerability Context: 

Studies which examined the demographic change, economic structure, globalization, urbanization 
and its link with marriage migration are rare. However, there are many studies which looked into 
the demographic changes particularly marital status of migrant people in India. Even before the 
1970s, there were studies related to population composition and the characteristics of migrants 
population in India. Zachariah (1968) analyzed the population and marital status pattern of 
migrants in greater Bombay and found that for every 1000 male migrants there were 552 female 
migrants and that there had been a notable decline in the ratio of males to females(Zachariah 
1968).

A study on urban out-migration from four selected towns of Haryana and Punjab, Premi found that 
most of the migration was due to marriage migration. There was a preponderance of females among 
the out-migrants (Premi 1978). Another study by Premi, 1980, came with a conclusion that female 
migration in India might also be the result of structural changes in the marital status like broken 
marriages, widowhood, desertion, and destitution (Premi 1980). By reviewing the literature, he 
concluded that female migration in rural to rural areas in the country is largely explained by the 
twin factors of marriage, and dependence on the bread-winner(Premi 1980).

Unfortunately, the vulnerability contexts of the marriage migration were not studied in the previous 
studies.

Assets: 

There are a few studies on the dowry system in India (Srinivasan, 2004; Biao, 2005, Rao and Rao 
1980, Bhat, and Halli 1999). However, the amount of money, land, gold and other assets being 
transferred during the time of marriage was not studied by these studies. Similarly, the opportunity 
cost because of the marriage migration was not explored.

Institutional process and Organizational Structure: 

studies on marriage laws, dowry prevention acts were discussed by many scholars (Uberoi,1995; 
Pothen, 1989). But how far it affects the lives of men and women in different strata were not 
studied well. How different communities perceive these laws and what are the opportunities and 
constraints that happens from the laws are unstudied.

Strategies:

 Poor members of households tend to migrate (Connell, et al., 1976). And marriage migration is one 
of the strategies for migration. There are studies which point out that migration is emerging as a 
significant livelihood strategy for poor households in several regions in India (Mosse et al., 2002; 
Haberfeld et al., 1999; Srivastava, 1998). 
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Outcomes: 

The role and position of women changes in the process of migration (Roy 2003; Mukherjee 2001). 
However, the impact of marriage migration on women and men were not scientifically studied so 
far.

2.2.2 Research Lacuna

The socio-economic dimensions of marriage migration that touched the elements of the proposed 
conceptual framework are scanty. In other words, no studies were conducted from an institutional 
economic perspective. Therefore, there is a need to understand the magnitude of this problem and 
the socio-economic dimensions of marriage migration in India using the available information 
from Census, NSSO data, and other available statistics in the country.

In such circumstances, in this study, we are exploring the trends and spatial dimensions of marriage 
migration in India and the socio-economic dimensions of the problem from an institutional 
economic perspective.

2.3 How we fill the research gap?

Using the proposed conceptual framework, we can extensively understand the various dimensions 
of marriage migration in India. In the present study, we examine the core trait of the proposed 
conceptual framework: the socio-economic dimensions of marriage migration in India. We are 
forced to restrict the scope of the present study to this because of lack of enough resources and 
time. All matters discussed in the proposed framework can be examined only after conducting 
detailed multi-dimension surveys covering all states and union territories in India. Perhaps, we 
required a few sample surveys just like National Family Health Survey, or National Sample Survey 
to fulfil all the research gaps mentioned and to ideally utilizing the proposed research framework. 

In such circumstances in the present study specifically, we examine the magnitude of marriage 
migration in India by state and union territories. Also, looking at the socio-economic dimensions 
of marriage migrants and the strategies required for further policy formation. Gender exposition of 
marriage migration were also made to some extent. We have used the information from the Census 
of India and other government secondary information.

 In this chapter, we explained our proposed analytical framework for marriage migration research. 
The scope of the proposed analytical framework is wide and required exposition of the secondary 
information as well of detailed enquiry of the process at different regions of the country. More 
resources and planning are required to build up a database for scientific scrutiny. Because of 
the paucity of time and money, we limit the scope of the study in the core area of the proposed 
analytical framework. In the next chapter, we would like to explore the magnitude of the marriage 
migration in India by region and gender-wise.
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CHAPTER 3

Magnitude and  
Spatial Dimension

Marriage migration in India is the largest permanent migration in the world. In this chapter, 
the magnitudes of the marriage migration in India are described at the state and union 
territories using data from Census of India. The gender and spatial dimensions of the 

marriage migration are also examined as a prelude from an institutional economic perspective. 
Based on the Census of India, we argue that there exist significant differences between males and 
females in the patterns of marriage migration at macro and micro levels. Marriage migration in India 
is not only the major chunk of migration in the country but also is one of the largest permanent 
migrations in the world. The patterns of marriage migration rates in North, North East, and South 
differ from each other with unique features. The causes of these variations were investigated based 
on evidence from the previous studies in the country.

In this chapter, marriage migration in India and its spatial and temporal dimensions are discussed 
using data of Census of India. Being the largest data source on migration in the country, Census has 
many advantages. Even though surveys like the National Sample Survey give the information on 
marriage migration, it is not possible to use it for state-wise comparison because of the small sample 
size. Thus census data is the best and perhaps the only option to study the regional variations in 
the marriage migration in India. 

In many parts of the country, as a social custom, a woman usually marries a person from other 
villages. In fact, in some community, it is not possible to marry a girl from their village. Once the 
girl marries a person from another village, the chance of her coming back to the native home for 
living with the spouse is rare. Thus, in reality, marriage migration is a permanent migration. Very 
rarely, the bride goes to her own home. Even on special occasions like marriage or death of close 
relatives, the chance of staying in their own India. All these situations make marriage a cause of 
permanent migration of women in the country. 

Another aspect is that the dowry system is widely prevalent in India. The wealth/property given 
as dowry and the nature of its transaction would be relevant from the institutional economic 
perspective. In rural households, girls are traditionally perceived as persons who have to move 
out of the family via marriage. Consequently, girls are perceived like flowers or trees nurtured in 
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the home garden for other people. Women are traditionally given less education and skill training 
compared to their male counterparts as they are expected to do the household chores at their 
husbands’ homes for which these are not needed. This kind of attitude, arising from marriage 
migration, has caused son preference, and less respects/dignity to girls. However, with the conscious 
efforts from the government and other agencies, over the past, a few decades, education of both 
males and females improved and consequently the attitudes of people also changed. Now, in many 
parts of the country girls are also getting equal opportunity to learn and secure formal education 
including higher education. In fact, in states like Kerala, women’s education has improved their 
autonomy significantly. This would also impact on the customs including marriage migration. 

However, transaction of wealth at the time of marriages continued in most of the societies, 
irrespective of caste or region. And thus in alternative economics it continued to be a subject of 
study. The kind of resources transferred associated with marriage widely varies across the states 
and regions. Even within communities, it significantly varies. For instance, among certain Christian 
communities, the natural resources are usually given to males, and the financial assets are given 
to females. But, among certain castes among Hindus, it is on the other way. Anyway, some kinds of 
resources are transferred from bride to groom in majority of the cases. 

In this Chapter, we view the marriage migration as the movement of human capital owing to 
marriage. Movement of persons from one place to another is not just human movement but also 
human capital movement as along with migration skill transfer also happens from one region (or 
village) to another. If the individual migrating after marriage is well educated or skilled, with good 
health, that migration would be an advantage for the place of destination. On the other hand, it 
would be a loss for the place of origin.

In census of India, all migrants were asked about their reasons of migration. This information was 
used to understand the prevalence of marriage migration in the population. In 2011 census, the 
main reasons for migration are classified into seven categories as Work/employment, Business, 
Education, Marriage, Moved after birth, Moved with households and Any other reasons. The 
prevalence rate of marriage migration is computed using this information. The rate is computed as 
the ratio of persons migrated due to marriage to the total migrants, expressed in percentage. The 
same method was used to compute the prevalence rate of marriage migration from the previous 
Census data. It is worth mentioning here that the main options given for the reasons of migration 
in the previous census were not the same and it is well explained in Chapter 1 of this report.

In the Census, migration is defined in terms of the change of place of residence, and thus in this 
analysis marriage migration is operationally defined as the change of residence due to marriage. 
The objective of this chapter is to understand the magnitude, patterns and regional variation of 
these changes, termed as the marriage migration. This chapter is organized as follows. First, we 
examine the magnitude of marriage migration in India over the decades (Section 3.1). It is followed 
by the levels and patterns of marriage migration in India (Section 3.2) and the gender dimensions 
of marriage migration are also examined in this section. The regional differences in marriage 
migration are examined in Section 3.3 and the last section, we discuss the results and sum up the 
results. 

3.1 Magnitude of Marriage Migration

The number of marriage migrants reported in Census of India for the years 1991, 2001, and 2011 
is given in Table 3.1. The number of marriage migrants in 1991 was 130 million that rose to 223.9 
million in 2011. The exponential growth rate of marriage migrants in the last decades was 0.04 per 
year. Using this growth rate, we have projected the marriage migrants for the current and future 
years. It is estimated that around 301 million marriage migrants are in India at present, which is 
expected to increase to 325 million in 2021, and to 482 million in 2031. It implies that as of now, 
the marriage migration in the country would be one of the largest permanent migration in the 
world.
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Table 3.1 Number of Marriage Migrantsin India, 1981-2011

Year Males Females Total

1981 - - -

1991 2564332 127736292 130300624

2001 2175827 153960696 156136523

2011 6017923 217864787 223882710

Projection

2019 13580146 287613179 301193325

2021 16644429 308293393 324937822

2031 46035319 436255981 482291300

Note: Projection based on exponential growth model

Among the marriage migrants, females constitute the major chunk. As per Census 2011, while 
around 217 million women were marriage migrants, there were only 6 million men in the category. 
It implies that, around 97.3 percent of marriage migrants were females. This female biased pattern 
can be observed in the previous censuses as well. However, from 1991 though very marginal, a 
significant increase can be seen in the share of male marriage migrants in the country. The high 
proportion of females in the marriage migration is due to the cultural practice of patriarchy of 
which patri-local residence or moving of brides to their grooms’ houses after marriage is a major 
feature.

3.1.1 Gender Dimensions of Marriage Migration 

The magnitude of marriage migration, in the absolute terms, increasing over the decades does not 
mean that marriage migration would be the most migration in the country. Table 3.2 shows the 
marriage migration rates, measured as the number of marriage migrants to the total migrants, in 
India from 1981 to 2011. Among the total migrants, 49.5 percent are marriage migrants. Marriage 
migration rate is more among females than males. It has been noticed that in 2011, the marriage 
migration rate in India for males was only 4.3 percent while that of females was 69.7 percent. The 
difference in prevalence of marriage migration rate between males and females are more or less 
same over the observed time periods.

Table 3.2 Marriage Migration Rates in India, 1981-2011

Year Males Females Total

1981

1991 2.6 65.9 44.9

2001 2.3 69.6 49.6

2011 4.3 69.7 49.5

Note: prevalence rate for marriage migration is calculated as the number of marriage migrants divided by the 
total number of migrants.

3.2 Levels and Patterns 

The prevalence of marriage migration significantly differs across the states and union territories. 
Table 3.3 shows the prevalence of marriage migration in India by States and Union Territories 
in 2001 and 2011.  As per the Census 2011, the highest level of marriage migration happens in 
Bihar (75.8%), followed by Uttar Pradesh (66.2%), Rajasthan (65.5%), Jharkhand (65.1%), Odisha 
(59.8%), Himachal Pradesh (58.3%), Madhya Pradesh (58.1%) and Chhattisgarh (57.5%). The 
lowest levels were observed in the North Eastern and Southern States. Among the states, Misoram 
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has the lowest level of marriage migration rate (10.4%) followed by Nagaland (12.9%), Arunachal 
Pradesh (18.6%), Goa (23.0%), Meghalaya (23.5%), Sikkim (30.3%), Tamil Nadu (32.2%) and Kerala 
(33.7%).

Table 3.3 Prevalence of Marriage Migration in India by States and  
Union Territories, 2001 and 2011

                      State

Male Female Total

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011

Andhra Pradesh 1.6 4.8 52.6 60.8 30.9 41.2

Arunachal Pradesh 0.8 1.1 39.8 34.1 21.0 18.6

Assam 1.6 3.3 58.9 72.8 36.5 50.9

Bihar 0.5 10.4 48.6 87.5 20.7 75.8

Chhattisgarh 1.2 5.2 49.2 75.9 30.2 57.5

Goa 0.7 1.6 44.8 41.8 25.6 23.0

Gujarat 0.8 2.3 55.0 62.5 31.1 40.3

Haryana 1.0 2.9 68.7 71.2 46.8 50.3

Himachal Pradesh 0.7 4.0 52.5 77.2 28.6 58.3

Jammu & Kashmir 0.9 6.6 52.2 72.1 30.3 53.8

Jharkhand 1.8 6.9 64.9 81.6 40.4 65.1

Karnataka 1.3 3.7 53.0 61.4 31.1 40.4

Kerala 1.1 7.4 36.2 50.9 18.2 33.7

Madhya Pradesh 1.4 5.2 64.3 76.6 42.7 58.1

Maharashtra 1.1 2.5 53.9 57.1 32.6 34.5

Manipur 0.8 2.6 28.1 55.6 13.7 37.7

Meghalaya 4.7 26.1 39.7 20.6 23.4 23.5

Mizoram 0.3 2.8 7.5 18.0 3.8 10.4

Nagaland 2.2 1.3 78.3 25.0 60.4 12.9

Nct Of Delhi 0.8 0.5 51.3 37.7 32.0 18.4

Odisha 1.0 6.2 58.8 76.7 29.7 59.8

Punjab 0.7 2.8 56.2 65.8 33.2 43.0

Rajasthan 0.7 3.2 61.1 81.6 35.8 65.5

Sikkim 1.2 1.7 42.5 53.3 22.9 30.3

Tamil Nadu 3.1 4.8 45.1 50.6 24.5 32.2

Tripura 1.2 5.7 44.6 64.7 22.7 43.9

Uttar Pradesh 0.5 6.1 51.4 81.7 24.3 66.2

Uttarakhand 0.7 1.4 54.3 64.5 30.7 42.6

West Bengal 0.9 4.0 59.4 72.9 33.3 53.0

Union Territory

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 1.1 1.0 21.3 36.8 11.7 18.5
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Chandigarh 0.4 0.4 33.0 34.6 17.5 16.3

Dadra & Nagar Haveli 4.2 1.9 65.7 47.0 45.4 22.4

Daman & Diu 0.9 0.5 55.6 33.8 30.7 11.7

Lakshadweep 1.4 1.1 29.4 2.7 12.2 1.8

Puducherry 3.6 7.3 48.5 39.1 30.8 25.0

India 2.3 4.3 69.6 69.7 49.6 49.5

The patterns of marriage migration across states have little bit changed in some states in the year 
2001 because of the compositional changes in the reasons for migrations in the states. However, it 
is widely seen that irrespective of time periods, the prevalence of marriage migration among the 
females is higher than that of the males. The gender differences of marriage migration are apparent 
across the north south regions along with the cultural differences. While the northern parts of 
the country largely show a centrifugal tendency with regard to marriage, the southern parts show 
a centripetal tendency. Perhaps, empirical evidences derived from the Census is constrained by 
the movements towards the states and within states, and excluded by the international migrants 
which is significant in many of the states like Kerala and Punjab. 

How far the states stand in terms of the male and female marriage migration in 2001 and 2011 is 
relevant from the gender perspective. Figure 3.1 shows the level of marriage migration for both 
males and females in states and union territories in 2001. Many aspects are visible in this graph. 
The first would be the total marriage migration in 2001 which is shown with the size of the ‘dots’ 
given in the graph. Another aspect that can be found in the graph is the gender discrepancy in 
the marriage migration rates at the state and union territory level. The relationship between male 
marriage migration rates and female marriage migration rates at the state level is shown by the 
fitted blue line given in the graph. The shadow given with the line gives the standard error of the 
fitted line.

Figure 3.1 Relative Position of States on The Basis of Marriage  

Migration Ratesin India 2001

The graph clearly shows that while the majority of states and union territories have male migration 
rates less than 2 percent, most of the states have female migration rates, greater than 45 percent. 
Meghalaya stands odd with the highest level of male marriage migration rate. Most of the states 
are clustered towards the end of the abscissa of this graph and that shows the skewed and female 
biased situation of marriage migration across regions in the country.
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Have the marriage migration patterns changed after a decade from 2001 in India? Figure 3.2 shows 
the relative position of states based on the marriage migration rates in 2011. This graph shows a 
relative convergence of states compared to that in 2001, even though the females continued to be 
the major stakeholders in marriage migration in the country irrespective of the states or union 
territories.

Figure 3.2 Relative Position of States on the Basis of Marriage Migration Rates in India 2011

Figure 3.3 Relative Position of States on the Basis of Marriage Migration Rates in India 2001 and 2011

However, as the shifts of total marriage migration across the states over the period 2001-11 are 
concerned, it has been observed that most of the states have improved marginally. Figure 3.3 
depicts the relative position of states in terms of the marriage migration rates in 2001 and 2011.
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3.3 Regional Variations

The levels of marriage migration are different across states, and particularly across the regions. 
Figure 3.4 shows the distribution of marriage migration across the states. It is clear from the figure 
that between 2001 and 2011, marriage migration has diverged in the country. The boxplot for 2011 
is much larger than that of the 2001, showing the variation across states is widening irrespective 
of gender. However, the pertinent fact observed would be the wide discrepancy between the males 
and females in the distribution. In 2001, a few states and union territories showed extreme values 
for the marriage prevalence rate. In case of males, Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Dadra 
& Nagar Haveli showed the extreme values in 2001, while in case of females, Andaman & Nicobar 
Island and Misoram have the extreme values in the distribution of marriage migration in India.  
Consistent improvement can be seen in the pattern over the period. The median values of the 
marriage migration, irrespective of the sex, have increased as of the total. It shows that the marriage 
migration still being a growing phenomenon in the country.

Figure 3.4 Boxplot Showing the Distribution of the Prevalence of Marriage Migrationin India

Figure 3.5 Boxplot Showing the Regional Differencesin the Prevalence of  

Male Marriage Migration in India



26

Figure 3.6 Boxplot Showing the Regional Differencesin the  

Prevalence of Female Marriage Migrationin India

Table 3.5 and Table 3.6 respectively show the regional differences in the prevalence of marriage 
migration in India for males and females. In both the graphs, it is clear that during the period 
2001 to 2011, states have diverged in the levels of marriage migration rates. This divergence is 
a universal phenomenon in India irrespective of gender. More empirical studies are required to 
understand the reasons behind this divergence across the states and union territories. Perhaps the 
possible reasons would be the impact of globalization and increased international migration.

In this chapter, an attempt was made to examine the magnitude of the marriage migration in 
India across states and genders. The empirical evidences for this investigation were taken from the 
Census of India. The conceptualization of marriage migration is based on the fact that a person is 
considered to be a marriage migrant if he or she changes the place of residence because of marriage 
alone. Census of India does not collect data on international migration. So, it is not possible to 
calculate the international migration due to marriage in the country. In this exercise we have 
confined to the analysis at the state level as how many of the marriage migration happens within 
states. So, the interpretation of marriage migration rates given in the chapter must be carried out 
within the purview of the operational definition of marriage migration in the study.

However, there is no other option to study the marriage migration at the state level. The available 
migration studies are with small sample size and most of them did not collect information on 
reasons for migration. So, this kind of study required large sample survey inquiring into detailed 
information on cause of marriage migration. We propose that India needs large sample migration 
surveys like National Family Health Surveys at regular intervals to build up relevant indicators 
related to marriage migration particularly the aspects of human capital and social capital 
transactions associated with it. 

It has been noticed in the analysis that marriage migration among women is relatively higher in all 
states. However, the issue of migration of married women has not scientifically studied well and 
little attention is paid by the sociologists and social anthropologists. These migrant women have a 
crucial role in education, health care and economic development of the family. Why the marriage 
migration is not governed by women’s agency or choice is still a question of concern. More studies 
are required to unravel the complex nature of marriage migration in India.

Another aspect is that as compared to 2001, the prevalence rates at the states and union territories are 
diverging in 2011. The reasons for this divergence required more scientific empirical investigation 
using large sample surveys. It is possible that among the educated people, marriage migration 
can foster in better pace because of better exposure to technology and communication facilities. 
Perhaps the states which are in different demographic transition would facilitate these transitional 
phase as family with one or two children make different choices than that of more number of 
children. Such kinds of investigations are required from an institutional economic perspective.
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CHAPTER 4

Socio-Economic Dimensions  
of Marriage Migration

In this chapter, the socio-economic dimensions of marriage migration are examined from an 
institutional economic perspective, using data from National Sample Survey (NSS), various 
rounds. Since women are more involved in marriage migration, first we explore the dimensions of 

marriage migration among the women of working age in India. Being an important social institution, 
marriage migration really determines the current and future economic productivity of India. It may 
determine the economic activity both at the destination and place of origin. Unfortunately, this 
dimension has not been received the attention of policy regimes. In this chapter, we argue that 
marriage migration in India has huge implication in the social and structural changes both at the 
place of origin and destination. It is estimated that around 249 million married migrants are in 
the working age group, and this is expected to rise up to 264 million in 2021. The impact would 
be more in the rural areas since the chance of marriage migration was 3.41 times more among the 
rural working age women compared to that among their urban counterparts. Education plays a 
crucial role as compared to that of the economic aspects like the monthly per capital expenditure.

The number of marriage migrants in the working age group is vital from an institutional economic 
perspective. In Chapter 3, we have noticed that 97 percent of the marriage migrants are females. 
So, in this chapter, we have exclusively made an exploration into the female marriage migration 
in India.

A few rounds of NSS surveys asked whether the current place of enumeration of each household 
member differs from the previous place of residence. From this question, we can understand 
whether the person has migrated. Those who changed the usual place of residence are considered as 
the migrants. In addition, each member was asked the reasons for migration. Those who responded 
that marriage was the reason for migration are considered for the present empirical analysis. As 
instructed by the NSS, appropriate sample weights were applied for all estimation. 

The main objective of the chapter is to understand the socio-economic dimensions of marriage 
migration in India. First, we examine the prevalence rate and odds ratio of marriage prevalence rate 
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in India in relation to the place of residence, monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE) and education. 
The analysis has been restricted to economically active population to minimize the impact of 
demographic shift particularly that of the growing aging population and young adolescents. Again, 
the analysis of economically active population is more meaningful from an institutional economic 
perspective. Operationally, the economically active age is defined as the age group of 15-64 years.

This chapter is organized into four sections. In section 4.2, we analyze the socio-economic 
dimensions of marriage migration among the working age group women in India. It is followed by 
the correlates of marriage migration and its gender dimension at the state and union territory level 
(section 4.3). In the last section (section 4.4), we discuss the major points of the analysis with a 
brief conclusion.

4.2 Socio-Economic Dimension

Table 4.1 shows the prevalence rate and odds ratio of the marriage migration among the married 
working age women in India. This empirical analysis is based on the National Sample Survey 
conducted in the years 1983, 1987-88, 1999-2000 and 2007-08.

As per the latest NSS survey (2007-08) on migration, around 71 percent of the married working 
aged women are marriage migrants. The share of marriage migrants consistently increased since 
1983 (55 percent), to 61 percent in 1987-88 and to 65 percent in 1999-2000. If this pattern of 
increase continued in the subsequent years, it could be estimated, using a linear regression model, 
as 77.1 percent in 2019.

The prevalence rate of marriage migration among the working age women significantly differs 
between rural and urban India. In fact, the gap between rural and urban in the rates is consistently 
widening over the survey periods, implying the divergence in the levels of female marriage 
migration in the country. In 1983, around 39 percent of the married working age group women are 
marriage migrants in urban areas, whereas in rural areas it was 57 percent. Compared to the urban 
working (age) women, rural working (age) women are 2.07 times more likely to be in marriage 
migration. It implies that women in rural areas are more exposed to marriage migration. This rural 
urban discrepancy is widening over the years. In the 1987-88 survey, working (age) women in rural 
areas are 2.36 times more likely to be in marriage migration, compared to those in the urban areas. 
Odd ratio of this rose to 2.76 in the year 1999-2000 and again to 3.41 in 2007-08.

Table 4.1 Prevalence Rate and Odds Ratio of Marriage Migration among  
Working Age Women in India, 1983 to 2008

1983 1987-88 1999-00 2007-08

Indicator % Odds 
Ratio % Odds 

Ratio % Odds 
Ratio % Odds 

Ratio

India 55 - 61 - 65 - 71 -

Place of Residence

Rural 57 2.07 65 2.36 71 2.76 78 3.41

Urban (Ref) 39 1.00 44 1.00 47 1.00 51 1.00

MPCE Class

Quintile1 54 1.13 62 1.13 66 1.19 75 1.62

Quintile 2 54 1.13 61 1.09 67 1.24 73 1.46

Quintile 3 53 1.08 61 1.09 67 1.24 72 1.38

Quintile 4 53 1.08 61 1.09 67 1.24 70 1.26

Quintile 5 (Ref) 51 1.00 59 1.00 62 1.00 65 1.00
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Education

Illiterate 55 2.17 64 2.67 69 2.95 77 3.09

Primary 50 1.78 56 1.91 64 2.36 70 2.15

Secondary 44 1.40 50 1.50 58 1.83 66 1.79

High School & above (Ref) 36 1.00 40 1.00 43 1.00 52 1.00

Note: Calculated from various NSSO rounds

Another aspect is the socio-economic status of working aged married women in India. To 
understand the economic status of their family, we have taken monthly per capita expenditure, 
which is classified into five quintiles. It has been noticed that women in lower quintile are more 
likely to be in marriage migration, compared to the higher quintile groups. In 1983, the difference 
between the higher and lower quintile groups was relatively less, but it later increased, and in 
2007-08 survey, the gap got widened. In 1983, the odds ratio for quintile1 was 1.13 in reference 
to quintile 4. In 2007-08 period the odds ratio for the first quintile was 1.62 showing a wider gap 
between the lowest and highest quintile groups.

Education is an important human asset that has significant impact on marriage migration and its 
future implication. In the NSS data, women education is classified into four categories as illiterate, 
primary education, secondary education and high school or above educated. In this analysis, 
women with high school and above are taken as reference category for the odds ratio analysis. As 
education increases, women are less likely to undergo marriage migration. Marriage migration is 
higher among the illiterate women, as they are 2.17 times more likely to be in marriage migration, 
compared to working age women with education of high school and above as per the 1983 survey. 
When come to the 1987-88 survey, the odds ratio has increased marginally. And, among the 
illiterate working age women, the chance of marriage migration is 2.67 times more, compared to 
the women with high school or above education. In the case of 1999-2000 and 2007-2008 surveys, 
the odds ratio of illiterate working age women, compared to the reference category, have been 2.95 
and 3.09 respectively.

Table 4.2 Estimated Number of Marriage Migrantsamong the Working Age Group  
Women in India, 1983 to 2021 (millions)

1983 1987-88 1999-00 2007-08 2011 2019 2021

Estimation Projection

Marriage Distance

Same District 65 78 101 121 129 155 162

Same State, but different District 15 18 33 47 54 76 83

Different States 5 5 8 11 12 17 18

Total 85 101 142 179 196 249 264

Streams of Migration

Rural-Rural 67 81 111 138 150 186 197

Rural-Urban 9 10 15 20 22 31 34

Urban-Urban 5 5 10 13 15 20 21

Urban-Rural 4 5 6 8 9 12 13

To what extent marriage migration prevailed among the working age women is quite relevant from 
the institutional economic perspective. And the future trends in this aspect would help us make 
strategies required to facilitate migration in a productive way. Table 4.2 gives the estimated number 
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of marriage migrants among the working age women in India from 1983 to 2021. The figures for 
the year 1983, 1987-88, 1999-2000, and 2007-2008 are estimated from the national sample surveys. 
Using the figures, we have estimated the future number of marriage migrants among the working 
age groups for the year 2011, 2019 and 2021.

In 1983, the estimated number of marriage migrants among the women of working age group 
in India was 85 million. It has rose to 101 million in 1987-88. It further rose to 142 million in 
1999-2000 and 179 million in 2007-08. If this trend continued, it is expected to have reached 
249 million women in 2019 and 264 million in 2021. These figures show the real magnitude of 
marriage migration among the working age group of women in the country. Therefore marriage 
migration should be given its due share in policy formation.

In the case of streams of migration, most of the migration were from rural to rural areas. In 2007-08 
period, it was estimated that around 138 million women migrated in India. It is expected to be 186 
million women at present (2019). Apart from rural to rural, the most important migration stream 
is that from rural to urban. In the case of distance of marriage migration, most of the marriages are 
within the district. Around 121 million marriage migrants in working age group are in the same 
district in 2007-08 survey. In the same period, it was estimated that 47 million women migrated 
within the same state, but across different districts, while around 11 million are from different 
states.

4.3 Correlates and Gender Dimension

The way marriage migration is correlated with other socio-economic variables at the state level and 
the gender dimension related with it are quite important aspects in the planning process. Here, 
we made an attempt to understand these aspects using a few pertinent variables that are highly 
associated with marriage migration and its effects. The analysis has been carried out at the state 
and union territorial level to minimize the sampling errors that possibly could come from the 
sample surveys. 

From a set of socio-economic indicators, we have selected work participation rate, unemployment 
rate and literacy rate as correlates for marriage migration in the country. From the correlation 
analysis, we have selected these variables because from an institutional economic perspective, 
these aspects are relevant and have immense potential for the Indian economy and its structural 
growth.

Correlation analysis has been carried out separately for males and females. Data on marriage 
migration for the year 2011 was taken from the census of India 2011 figures. The other socio-
economic correlates were taken from the government statistics (Govt. India, 2018). The definitions 
of the variables are as follows. Work Participation Rate is defined as the percentage of total workers 
to the total population. Unemployment Rate is defined as the number of persons unemployed per 
100 persons in the labour force. Effective Literacy Rate is defined as the total percentage of the 
population of an area at a particular time aged seven year or above who can read and write with 
understanding. Here the denominator is the population aged seven years or more.

Table 4.3 gives the correlation matrix for female marriage migration rate with female work 
participation rate, female unemployment rate and female effective literacy rate in the country 
by states and union territories. Among the selected variables, effective literacy rate has negative 
correlation with female marriage migration. The correlation coefficient (-0.694) was found to be 
statistically significant at the 0.01 level. Work participation rate and unemployment rate among 
women have no significant correlation with female marriage migration at the state level.

Table 4.4 shows the correlation coefficient between male marriage migration with male work 
participation rate, male unemployment rate, and male effective literacy rate at the state and union 
territory level. Male marriage migration has negative correlation with male work participation 
rate (-0.386) and male effective literacy rate (-0.383). These correlation coefficients were found 
statistically significant. Male marriage migration has no correlation with unemployment rate in 
India.



31

Table 4.3 Correlation Matrix for the Female Marriage  
Migration Rate with Other Indicators

Marriage 
Migration 
Rate

Work partici-
pation rate

Unemployment 
rate

Effective 
Literacy 
Rate

Marriage Migration 
Rate

Pearson Correla-
tion 1 0.095 0.011 -0.694**

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.587 0.952 0.000

N 35 35 35 35

Work Participation 
Rate 

Pearson Correla-
tion 0.095 1 -0.310 -0.228

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.587 0.070 0.187

N 35 35 35 35

Unemployment 
Rate

Pearson Correla-
tion 0.011 -0.310 1 0.294

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.952 0.070 0.086

N 35 35 35 35

Effective Literacy 
Rate

Pearson Correla-
tion -0.694** -0.228 0.294 1

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.000 0.187 0.086

N 35 35 35 35

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Table 4.4 Correlation Matrix for the Male Marriage Migration Rate with other Indicators

Marriage 
Migration 
Rate

Work partici-
pation rate

Unemployment 
rate

Effective Liter-
acy Rate

Marriage Migra-
tion Rate

Pearson Correla-
tion 1 -0.386* -0.085 -0.383*

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.022 0.627 0.023

N 35 35 35 35

Work participa-
tion rate

Pearson Correla-
tion -0.386* 1 -0.152 0.376*

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.022 0.382 0.026

N 35 35 35 35

Unemployment 
rate

Pearson Correla-
tion -0.085 -0.152 1 0.047

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.627 0.382 0.787

N 35 35 35 35

Effective Litera-
cy Rate

Pearson Correla-
tion -0.383* 0.376* 0.047 1

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.023 0.026 0.787

N 35 35 35 35

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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Figure 4.1 (a) Scatter Plot Showing the Relationship Between Male Marriage Migration and Male Work 

Pa-rticipation Rate at the State And Union Territory Level, India

Figure 4.1 (b) Scatter Plot Showing the Relationship Between Male Marriage Migration and Male  

Effective Literacy Rate at the State and Union Territory Level, India
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Figure 4.2(a) Scatter Plot Showing the Relationship Between Female Marriage Migration and Female 

Effective Literacy Rate at The State and Union Territory Level, India

Figure 4.2(b) Scatter Plot Showing the Relationship Between Female Marriage Migration and Female Work 

Participation Rate at the State and Union Territory Level, India

A pictorial representation of the male marriage migration rate with the statistically significant 
variables would be useful to understand the relative importance of the states and union territories 
in terms of the selected indicators used in the analysis. Figure 4.1 (a) and Figure 4.2(b) respectively, 
give the scatter plots showing the relationship between male marriage migration with male work 
participation rate, and male effective literacy rates. States which have better position in male 
work participation are demographically more advanced states except Kerala. Kerala has better male 



34

effective literacy rate, compared to many of the major states in India. So, what do really predict 
more the male marriage migration rates in India at the state level, the work participation rate or 
effective literacy rate? Similarly, among these two variables, what do really predict the female 
marriage migration in India? Figure 4.2(a) and figure 4.2(b) show the relationship of female marriage 
migration rate respectively with female effective literacy rate and female work participation rate. 
From these figures, it is not possible to understand which has more significant contribution in the 
prediction of female marriage migration. In such a situation, it would be useful to build a multiple 
regression model for answering the above questions.

Table 4.5 gives the results of multivariate regression model fitted for the male marriage migrants at 
the state and union territory level. In the ANOVA analysis, it was found the model statistically fits 
well (F=3.057, Significance=0.043). It can be seen that work participation rate, unemployment rate 
and effective literacy rate are negatively related with marriage migration rates in India. However, 
work participation rate is found to be the only statistically significant variable in the fitted model.

Table 4.5 Results of the Multivariate Regression Model Fittedfor  
Male Marriage Migrants InIndia, 2011

variables
B

Unstandardized 
Coefficients

Standardized 
Coefficients

t Sig.
Std. 
Error Beta

Constant 34.642 10.164 3.408 0.002

Male Work Participation Rate -0.268 0.152 -0.305 -1.760 0.088

Male Unemployment Rate -0.294 0.396 -0.119 -0.741 0.464

Male Effective Literacy Rate -0.176 0.115 -0.263 -1.532 0.136

R R-Square 0.23

We also fitted a regression model for female marriage migration and the results are given in Table 
4.6. The independent variables used in the model are female work participation rate, female 
unemployment rate, and female effective literacy rate. The model was found statistically significant 
in the ANOVA analysis (F=11.784, Significance=0.000). The model explains 53.3 percent of the 
variations of the independent variables. In this model, it was found that among women, work 
participation rate and effective literacy rate are negatively related with marriage migration. 
However, effective literacy rate was found statistically significant. Female unemployment rate 
is also found statistically significant in the model. Female unemployment and female marriage 
migration are positively related.

Table 4.6 Results of the Multivariate Regression Model Fitted For  
Female Marriage Migrantsin India, 2011

Variable
B

Unstandardized Coef-
ficients

Standard-
ized Coef-
ficients t Sig.

Std. 
Error Beta

Constant 155.131 20.381 7.612 0.000

Female Work Participation Rate -0.016 0.286 -0.007 -0.056 0.956

Female Unemployment Rate 0.655 0.373 0.233 1.754 0.089

Female Effective Literacy Rate -1.478 0.251 -0.765 -5.885 0.000

R Square 0.533
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In short, we found that irrespective of gender, marriage migration is negatively related to work 
participation rate, and effective literacy rate. Unemployment rate is positively related to marriage 
migration in the case of females whereas it is found to have a negative relationship in the case of 
male marriage migration. However, in the case of the relationship between male marriage migration 
and male unemployment rate, it was found statistically insignificant. 

In this chapter, the socio-economic dimensions of marriage migration in India were examined 
from an institutional economic perspective. Here we gave special emphasis to females since 
they constitute the major chunk of marriage migration in India. Using NSS data, we explored 
the significance of place of residence, monthly per capita expenditure and education in relation 
to marriage migration of working age women in India from 1983 to 2008. We establish the fact 
that socio-economic factors significantly influence marriage migration. There exists significant 
difference between rural and urban women in marriage migration. Women in rural areas are twice 
more likely to undergo marriage migration compared to that of women in urban areas in 1983. This 
likelihood of rural women increased over period of time as in 2007-08 period when the odds ratio 
of rural women was 3.41.

Monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE) is an alternative indicator of the wealth status. Compared 
to place of residence and education, MPCE is found to be a relatively less significant variable. 
However, over time, its significance marginally increased. For instance, the odds ratio of quintile 1 
in 1983 was 1.13 whereas in 2007-08, the value of odds ratio for the quintile 1 was 1.62. 

Perhaps the more significant among the selected variables would be education. Less educated 
women are more likely to undergo marriage migration compared to the better educated women. 
Later we found in the correlation analysis that irrespective of gender, marriage migration is 
negatively related to effective literacy rate.

With the estimated number of marriage migrants among the working age women, we argued that 
the magnitude of marriage migration among them is enormous in India and has significant impact 
on human and other economic development. It required detailed scientific enquiry since streams 
of migration and distance travelled makes the problem more complicated. India is a complex 
nation with a lot of diversity. We need pertinent policy to address the issue of marriage migration 
because of its magnitude and implications to the country’s development.

In India, marriage migration is complex in nature and it generally works against the freedom and 
welfare of women. Since it being a part of highly patriarchal social structure, it leads to wastage 
of human capital loss of social capital. It makes women more vulnerable and is one of the reasons 
for low empowerment of women, especially in rural areas.  Since girls are perceived as someone’s 
property, they are deprived of proper care in childhood. Cost of their education and health care 
are seen as mere wastage. Thus, marriage migration is acting against the agency, development and 
welfare of women in India. 

In this context, it is necessary to have a policy for the marriage migrants in India. In the next 
chapter, we will discuss some of the important legal aspects of marriage migration and the need 
for a policy for marriage migrants. In addition, some suggestions are proposed in the light of the 
present study.
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CHAPTER 5

Conclusion and  
Policy Regime

Even though the marriage migration in India is one of the largest migration in the world, 
still no policy was formulated for it. Why India has not thought about a policy for marriage 
migration? Do we need a marriage migration policy? If a policy is required, what are the 

aspects that should include in the policy are the major aspects discussed in this chapter?

5.1 The existing policy

When we talk about marriage migration, two institutional aspects are together considered. 
Marriage is a social institution and as such has many written and unwritten rules. These vary from 
religious norms to legal stipulations. Marriages in India can be registered either under personal 
laws or under the Special Marriage Act 1955. For Hindus and those who have faith in Indian born 
religions, Hindu marriage act is available. For the Muslims, earlier there was no need to register in 
the local self-government instead they could register in their religious institution. Now they also 
have to register in the local self-government as of the other believers of religion do. Then only their 
marriages have legal validity.

In the case of migration, government policies are in place for international migration and 
immigration. But there is nothing to govern the interstate migration except to Jammu and Kashmir. 
However, there are restrictions for migrants to access resources in many states. For instance, in 
Karnataka lands cannot be purchased by in-migrants for a certain period. Similarly, people from 
other states can’t purchase land in Jammu and Kashmir. At the same time, any registered company 
can purchase land at any time in any states.

People who migrate to other states are the most vulnerable in many ways. They may face 
communication issues. In many regions, regionalism (Makkalvadam) is strong. In the past, people 
who migrate to madras were badly treated by local people due to the loss of jobs. Similarly, in 
Mumbai, during the early periods, Siva Sena forced many people to go outside their state. This 
kind of local issues are in many places in India.

In many states, crimes are often committed by the in-migrants and therefore, they are socially 
excluded. Even if they are innocent, it is a general perception in many places that the in-migrants 
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are problem creators. 

Even though India has no policy for the marriage migrants, many developed countries especially 
the United States of America, the countries in Europe and North America have their policies 
to regulate marriage migration. Particularly, the Netherlands, France, USA, Canada, and United 
Kingdom have strong regulating mechanism for marriage migration. Their policies are just to 
manage citizenship, security and rights.

In the case of India, we have rules for immigration and emigration. Also, all marriages should be 
registered and have a mechanism to establish marital status, resource transfer from couples to their 
offspring in case of death etc., the country also fixed a minimum age at marriage for both men and 
women. In short, we have rules and policy separately for marriage and migration. But, not have a 
policy for marriage migration.

5.2 Do we need a policy?

The pertinent question is ‘Do we need a policy for marriage migration?’

To answer this, we should consider the impact of marriage migration on economy and social 
development. In the previous chapter, we have discussed the levels and patterns of marriage 
migration in India. It is clear from the analysis that the marriage migration in India is complex and 
determined by many factors.

Development of a region is highly influenced by the migrants. Marriage migration is permanent as 
most probably, the woman would continue to live in her husband’s family or place. In the present 
study, we have noticed that marriage migration is negatively related with work participation rate 
and effective literacy rate at the state and union territory level. The consequences of marriage 
migration are not limited to these aspects. It is one of the reasons for low empowerment among 
many married women in India. After marriage, their movements were restricted by their husband 
or his family. There is no emotional support from their parents or relatives. In this study, we have 
noticed a significant difference in the streams of marriage migration among the working-age group 
women. Again, the socio-economic correlates of marriage migration among females differ from 
those of the males.

Since marriage migration involves multiple issues and its multiple streams make it much more 
complicated, it is difficult to make a marriage migration policy at the national level. What we need 
is not a marriage migration policy, but a policy for the welfare of marriage migrants at the state or 
local level. At the grass-root level, we should ensure that that marriage migrants live decent lives 
with dignity, they are free from vulnerable conditions including bonded labour, and they get equal 
opportunity to develop. Only then the nation would achieve development in the true sense. 

5.3 Summing Up

In short, the present study permits us to put three recommendations with policy implications.

• India urgently needs a policy for marriage migrants at the micro-level. This recommendation 
is based on the complexity of marriage migration in India and its ill-effects particularly in work 
participation and education/human capital.

• More scientific studies are required to unveil the intricacies of marriage migration at grass 
root level. This recommendation is based on the fact that the process of marriage migration is 
an unexplored area and the effective policies and strategies for the marriage migrants require 
empirical studies. 

• Nationwide sample survey at regular intervals. There should be either dedicated survey or it 
could be clubbed with the ongoing surveys like the National Sample Survey or National Family 
Health Survey to understand the issues of marriage migration, and making relevant policies and 
strategies.
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